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Introduction 
Bakhchisarai Assumption rock — an old Christian sacred object, which is located 


in the town Bakhchisaray (Crimea, Ukraine). 
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To better understand the documents o one , should have before the eyes a plan with all 
microtoponyms Bakhchisarai. 

Section "Chronicle" — for those who want to explore the initial evidence of the rock 
and make own impression — what it is. Section "History" is based on a chronicle, but in a 
more concentrated and coherent exposition. In chapter "Legends" discussed old and new 
legends of rock, explained their origins and development. All these sections are given in 
the English translation in abstracts. 

Finally, in the most concentrated and compressed history of rock presented in 
"Conclusions". 


Kyiv, Dec 26 2015 — Apr 30 2016. 


Chronicle 
According to guidelines classics historical science we make a chronicle written 
news about the rock using the following notation: 


— Digit (1) and green background header denoted reliable sources that contain 


specific information about the object. 


— Digit (2) and yellow background header denoted sources that might contain news 


of the object, but does not actually contain them. 


— Digit (3) and fe@background header denoted sources that have deliberately 


falsified or unconsciously (in good faith to earlier sources) transcribed false news about 
the object. 


15th century 


16th century 


(2) 1501 - 1519. Diplomatic correspondence between Moscow and Crimea 


(2) 1579 Martin Broniewsky Description Tataria 
(2) 1587 -— 1588. Relation |. Sudakov 


(2) 1593 Relation S. Bezobrazov 


17th century 


(2) 1613 Relation A. Lodyzhensky 


(2) 1626 Relation Khodyrev 


(2) 1633 The list of the Crimean tribute 


(2) 1637 The petition of Metropolitan Seraphim 


(2) 1638 The relics of St. Mercury 


(2) 1652 Firman for Metropolitan David 


(2) 1667 Evlia Celebi Travel book 


7 
(1) 1681 Relation V. Tyapkin and N. Zotov 


(1) 1681 Please churchwarden 


(1) 1692 Relation B. Aytemirov 
18th century 
(2) 1706 Note of Duban 
(1) 1711 Aubrey de la Motraye Travel Notes 
Vouages du Sr. A. de la Motraye en Europe, Asie & Afrique. — La Haye: T. Johnson 
& J. van Duren, 1727, t. 2, p. 47 — 48. 
(2) 1735 Case of the king’s salary 
(2) 1736 Description H. G. Manstein 
(2) 1755 Matthew Mironov Note on travel to Crimea 
(2) 1760 Firman for Metropolitan Gideon 
(2) 1759 - 1789 Notes archpriest Tryphilios 
(2) 1769 Nicholas Kleeman Trip to the Crimea 
(2) 1775 Crimean martyrs 
(2) 1777 Johann Thunmann Description Crimean Khanate 
(1) 1777 Letter prince O. Prozorovski to count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) 1782 Vasily Zuev Trip to the Crimea 
(1) 1783 Statistical description of Crimea 
(1) 1784 Statistical description of Crimea 
(1) 1786 Gilbert Romm Journey to the Crimea 


(2) 1786 Draft journey Catherine 2nd 


A tour performed in the years 1795 — 1796 through the Taurida, or Crimea etc. by 
mrs. Maria Guthrie. — London: 1802, p. 87 — 88. 


Cymapoxoe IT. IlytemtectBue m0 Bcemy Kppimy u beccapadun B 1799 r. — M. : THM. 
Mock.yu-ta, 1800 r., c. 137 — 138. 


Travels in the various countries of Europe, Asia and Africa by E. D. Clarke. — 
London: T. Cadell and W. Davies, 1817, vol. 2, p. 188. 


1801 — 1820 


Castelnau G. Essai sur l'histoire ancienne et moderne de la Nouvelle Russie. — Paris: 
Rey et Gravier, 1827, t. 3, p. 188 — 189. 


IlytewectBue 10 Taspuze B 1820 rogy / [M. M. Mypapses-Anocton]. — Cn6.: 1823 
Pe: 125127: 


Tepaxoe I. B. UpoaomKenve iyTeBbix 3alMCOK 10 MHOTHM poccHHicKHM 
ryOepHuam 1820 — Hayana 1821-ro roma. — erporpaz: B tunorpadun H. Ipeua, 1830 
Py G2) 28, 


1821 — 1825 


Lyall R. Travels in Russia, the Krimea [sic!], the Caucasus, and Georgia. — London: 
T. Cadell, 1825, vol. 1, p. 264. 


Jones G. M. Travels in Norway, Sweden, Finland, Russia, and Turkey. — London: J. 
Murray, 1827, vol. 2, p. 245. 


OOo3peHne IyTelllecTBHA M3 aTeaA «OTeYeCTBeHHBIX 3alIMCOK» 10 Poccnu B 1825 
TONY, OTHOCHTeIBHO apxeosorMu. — OTeuecTBeHHble 3anmucKn, 1826 r., T. 26, Ne 72, 
anpens, ¢, 122 — 123, 


Webster J. Travels through the Crimea, Turkey and Egypt, performed during the 
years 1825 — 1828. — London: 1830, v. 1, p. 82. 


Jager B. Reise von St. Petersburg in die Krimm und die Lander des Kaukasus im 
Jahre 1825. — Leipzig: 1830, S. 51. 


Tapacoe J. K. Umnepatop Anexcanyp I. MocneqHue roabi WapcTBoBaHHa, Ooe3Hb, 
KOHUHHa HU MorpedeHue: Ilo 7H4HbIM BOCIIOMMHAHMAM JIei0-xupypra JI. K. Tapacosa. — 
Ilr. : Tun. t-Ba A. C. Cypopuna, 1915 r., c. 183, 186 


1826 — 1835 


Alexander J. E. Travels to the seat of war in the East, through Russia and Crimea in 
1829. — London: H. Colburn and R. Bentley, 1830, vol. 1, p. 256 — 257. 


® 


Montandon C. H. Guide du voyageur en Crimée. — Odessa: Imprimiere de la ville, 
1834, p. 218 — 220. 


Dubois de Montpereux F. Voyage autour du Caucase, chez les Tcherkesses et les 
Abkhases, en Colchide, en Georgie, en Arménie et en Crimée. — Paris: Librairie de Gide, 
1845, t. 6, p. 345 — 346. 


Ilyremectsua Mapuiasia Mapmona, repuora Pary3cKoro, B Bexrputo, 
TpaHcuspBanntio, KOxnyro Poccuto, 10 Kppimy u Oeperam A30BcKoro Mops, B 
KoucTaHTHHOnosb, HeKOTOpbIe YacTH Manon A3uu, Cupny, Ianecruny u Ernner. — 
M.: tun. H. Cremanosa, 1840 r., T. 1, c. 207 — 208. 
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Elliott C. B. Travels in the Three Great Empires of Austria, Russia, and Turkey. — 
London: R. Bentley, 1838, vol. 1, p. 305 — 306. 


Boposzona VM. Wosrmeckue ovepku Yxpanust, Onecci wu Kppima. — M.: rum. C. 
CemmBanHoscxoro, 1837 r., c. 140 — 141, 148. 


1836 — 1845 


Saint-Saveur M. Excursion en Crimée et sur les cétes du Caucase, au moins de 
juillet 1836. — Paris: 1837, p. 15 — 16. 


Mypsaxeeuy H.H. Woe3yka B Kpbim B 1836 r. — 2KypHasl MHHUCTepcTBa HapoyHoro 
lipocpermjenna, 1837 r., Ne 3, c. 638 — 640. 


Alemuooe A. H. ytewectsue B KOxxyto Poccuto u Kppim yepe3 Beurputo, 
Banaxuro 1 Momjasuto, copepuieHHoe B 1837 rony. — M.: run. A. Cemena, 1853 r., c. 


oe) 
ve) 
oe) 
| 
oe) 
vt) 
ail 


Jesse W. Notes of a half-pay in search of health: or, Russia, Circassia, and the 
Crimea, in 1839 — 1840. — London: J. Madden, 1841, vol. 1, p. 159 — 160. 


Hommar de Hell X. Travels in the steppes of the Caspian sea, the Crimea, the 
Caucause etc. — London : 1847, p. 365 — 366. 


Seymour H. D. Russia on the Black sea and sea of Azof. — London: J. Murray, 1855, 
p. 46 — 47. 


Grimm A. T. Wanderung nach Siidosten. — Berlin: 1855, Theil 1, S. 138 — 139. 


3aMeTKH HW BOCIIOMHMHAaHHA PyCCKON IyTelecTBeHHHUbI 10 Poccuu B 1845 roxy. — 
Cn6.: 1848 r., 7.2, c. 108 — 109. 
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(1) 1845 Alexander Ratshyn Description monasteries Russian Empire 


Pamuwuu A. Wlommoe coOpanue ucTopuyeckux CBeeHHM O BCeX OBIBIIMX B 
JIPeCBHOCTH UM HbIHe CyYMICCTBYIOIIMX MOHACTBIPAX MH MIPHMeYaTeJIbHBIX IePKBAX B 
Poccuu. — M. : 1852 r., c. 502. 


1846 - 1850 
(1) 1848 Gabriel Historical and statistical description Taurian diocese 
(1) 1849 Please Crimean residents 
(1) 1849 Note Mikhail Rodionov 
(1) 1849 Note Archbishop Innocent 
(1) 1849 -— 1850 Letters of Archbishop Innocent 
Bocmoxoe H. M. Unnoxeutui — apxvenucxon Xepcoucknh u Tappruyeckui. — 
Pyccxas ctapuna, 1879 r., T. 24, Ne 4, c. 679. 
(1) 1850 Imperial decree 
(1) 1850 Dionysius Description opening Skete 
(1) 1850 Word Archbishop Innocent 
(1) 1850 Charles Scott Travel to Crimea 
Scott C.H. The Baltic, the Black sea and the Crimea: comprising travels in Russia, a 


vouage down the Volga to Astrakhan, and a tour through Crim tartary. — London: R. 
Bentley, 1855, p. 308 — 309. 


1851 — 1875 


(1) 1853 Alexander Mackintosh Trip to Crimea 


Macintosh A. F. A military tour in european Turkey... — London: Longman, 1854, 
vol. 2, p.232 —233. 


(1) 1855 Thomas Milner history of Crimea 


Milner T. The Crimea, its ancient and modern history. — London: 1855, p. 347 — 
348. 


12 
(1) 1860 — 1861 Description monasteries 


(1) 1865 Description Monastery 
(1) 1868 Information 
(1) 1872 Eugene Markov Sketches of Crimea 
(1) 1872 Mikhail Rodionov Description Taurian diocese 
(1) 1874 John Telfer Trip to Crimea 
Telfer J. B. The Crimea and Transcaucasia. — London: H. S. King, 1876, vol. 2, p. 
185 — 186, 191 — 192 
(1) 1874 Theodore Livanov Description Monastery 
(1) 1870-ies Observation O. L. Bertier-Delagarde 
1876 — 1900 
(1) 1887 Hermogenes Description of Taurian diocese 
(1) 1889 Anna Moskvich Guide Crimea 
Mocxeuu A. Tpaxtuueckuit nyTepogutTenb 10 Kppimy. — Ara: Tun. H.P. Merposa, 
1889 r.,c. 110-111. 
(1) 1890 Basil Zverynsky Monasteries in Russian Empire 
(1) 1894 Information 
20th century 
(1) 1901 Leonid Denisov Description of monasteries in Russian Empire 
Alenucoe JI. HW. tpapocnapusie Mouactsipu Poccuiickon umnepun. — M.: 1908 r., c. 
787 — 789. 
(1) 1904 - 1905 Audit monastery 
(1) 1910 Russia: full geographical description of our fatherland 


Poccua : WoHOe reorpauyeckoe onucaHue Haltlero oreyectBa. — Cn6.: 1910 r., T. 
14, c. 702. 


14 
Gallery 


Very valuable series of photographs and postcards Assumption Skete posted by 
Humus in his " LiveJournal". Unfortunately, most of them do not have a specific dating 
is also no reports about the origin of these images. I have tried to justify their 
approximate dates. 


1598 Churches around Bakhchisaray 


The identification of villages — by Bertier de la Garde [Bertier-Delagarde A. L. On the 
history of Christianity in the Crimea. — Notes of the Odessa Society of History and 
Antiquities, 1910, vol. 28, p. 58 — 59]. Schematic map developed by Dmitry Vortman in 
2016. 

The numbers indicated: 

1 — Assumption cave church on Salachik; 

2 — Church of St. John the Baptist (1587) in the village of Bia-Sala; 

3 — The Church of St. Michael in the village Shuryu (1594); 

4 — The Church of St. Anastasia was in a small village (later — the tract) Kachi- 
Kalon; in 2 half 19 cent. there was a branch Bakhchisarai monastery; 

5 — Church of St. Theodore in the village Mangush; 

6 — village Yashlov (Biuk-Yashlau), where they often stayed in Moscow 
ambassadors. 


15 
18 cent. Schematic map of Bakhchisaray environs 
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Schematic map of Bakhchisaray environs of 18th century. Designed by Dmitry 
Vortman in 2015. 
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Detail of "Milit 


ary Topographic map of the Crimea Peninsula, ompiled by Major 
General Mukhin." — S.-Pb.: Military Topographic Depot, 1817 Scale — 4 verstas an inch 
(1: 168000). On it, as we see, Assumption rock is not marked. 


Source: etomesto.com 
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1831 General view 


General view of the cliffs of the Assumption in Bakhchisarai. Engraving from the 
book C. H. Montandon "Guide for travelers in the Crimea" [Montandon C. H. Guide du 
voyageur en Crimée. — Odessa: Imprimiere de la ville, 1834, p. 218/219]. 
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The map of southern Crimea, appended to the book P. I. K6ppen "Crimean 
collection" (Spb.: 1837). Map painted in military-topographical depot in St. Petersburg 
in 1836 on the basis of Mukhin's map 1817. Scale — 4 verstas an inch (1: 168000). It is 
indicated by the names of more than on Mukhin's one, but Assumption rock is not 
marked. 
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1842 Map Bakhchisaray environs 
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Fragment of "Topographic maps of the Crimea Peninsula." — S.-Pb.: Military 
Topographic Depot, 1842. The map was compiled from surveys of Colonel Betev and 
Lieutenant Colonel Oberg (1836 — 1838). Scale — 1: 210 000. In it, as we have seen, is 
indicated Assumption Monastery. 


Source: etomesto.com 
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1865 Map Bakhchisaray environs 
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Detail of vps of seer province." —S. -Pb.: “Military Toe ouaphic Depot, 1865 — 
1876 years. Scale 3 verstas in 1 inch (1: 126000). Map reflects the terrain at 1865 on it, 
as we have seen, is indicated Assumption Monastery. 

Source: etomesto.com 


1869 General view 


rey 


General view of the Assumption monastery near Bakhchisarai. Photos from a trip 
Prince of Wales [?] in the Crimea in 1869. 


Source: commons.wikimedia.org 

All photos in album 1869: m.livejournal.com 

Prince of Wales at the time was Albert Edward (1841 — 1910), and later the English 
king Edward 7th. I would like to know more about the circumstances of his visit, 
because this trip is not mentioned in the biographical information available to me, but is 
referred a trip to Egypt in 1869. Thus, the fact that this visit requires confirmation. 


20 
1869 Mariupol icon of the Mother of God 


Bakhchisarai (Mariupol) icon of the Mother of God. Reconstruction after the 
chromolithograph 1869. 


Source: Tur V. G. Crimea Orthodox monasteries in the 19th — early 20th centuries. — 


K.: Stylos, 2006, Section " 


" 


21 
[1880s]. The left side of the panorama 
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The left side of the panorama of the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From 
the user’s album Humus at " LiveJournal". 

In my view, the panorama should be dated to 1880 — 1890-ies, is indisputable — 
before 1896 (there is no church of St. Innocent). 

In the lower left corner — service house on the lower terrace, above it — the house of 
abbot (on the middle terrace), to the right of it — a gazebo. In the center — a ladder from a 
middle terrace on the top one, the bell tower and cave structures. Climbing to the 
Assumption Church still has a wooden gallery. Above the church can be seen the icon- 
painting. 
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The right side of the panorama of the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From 
the user’s album Humus at " LiveJournal". 

In my opinion, this is the right part panorama 1880 — 1890-ies (much like the 
lighting and camera angle). On the left — a complex of Assumption church, on the right — 
the church of St. Constantine and Helen under rock shelter. 
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1890 Map Bakhchisaray environs 
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1890. Shooting of captain Pavlov and lieutenant Ignatov, May 1 — November 1, 1890. 
Scale — 1 versta in inch (1: 42000). On it, as we have seen, we marked the Assumption 
Monastery, Chufut-Kale and mass microtoponyms. 


[Late 19 cent.] The upper terrace 
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General view of the upper terrace of the Assumption Monastery in Bakhchisarai. 
Photo from the book by E. Markov "Crimean Essays" [Markov E. L. Sketches of Crimea. 
— St. Petersburg.: M.O.Wolf, 1902]. 

I date the whole series of photos placed in Markov's book in 1902, by the end of the 
19th century — more precisely, by time between 1896 (the construction of the church of 
St. Innocent of Irkutsk, on the next photo) and 1901, when a wooden gallery at the 
Assumption Church was already dismantled (photo 1901; at this photo it is still in place). 
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[Late 19 cent.] The middle and upper terraces 


General view of the middle and upper terraces of the Assumption Monastery in 
Bakhchisarai. Photo from the book by E. Markov "Crimean Essays" [Markov E. L. 
Sketches of Crimea. — St. Petersburg.: Type. M.O.Wolf, 1902]. 


[Late 19 cent.] View from the mountain 
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View of the Assumption Monastery in Bakhchisarai the mountain. Photo from the 
book by E. Markov "Crimean Essays" [Markov E. L. Sketches of Crimea. — St. 
Petersburg.: Type. M.O.Wolf, 1902]. 


Perhaps it is monastery hotel. 
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[Late 19 cent.] View of rocks and monastery 


View of rocks and Assumption Mencia in Bakhchicnal Photo from the book by 
E. Markov "Crimean Essays" [Markov E. L. Sketches of Crimea. — St. Petersburg.: Type. 
M.O.Wolf, 1902]. 


In the foreground — the abbot's house. 


[Late 19 cent.] The rocks above the monastery 


Rocks of the ecnaipien Monastery in Baldichisarai. Photo from the book ey E. 
Markov "Crimean Essays" [Markov E. L. Sketches of Crimea. — St. Petersburg.: Type. 
M.O.Wolf, 1902]. 
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Panorama Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai on chromolithography 1901. 


Source: Tur V. G. Crimea Orthodox monasteries in the 19th — early 20th centuries. — 
K.: Stylos, 2006 Section" . 


1901 General view 


General view of the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai [Denisov L. I. Orthodox 
monasteries of the Russian Empire. — M.: 1908 ]. 
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1903 Upper terrace 
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The upper terrace of the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From the user’s 
album Humus at" 

Postcard has the caption: "1903 Schtrengel and Komi Dresden." Finally, we have a 
direct date! 


[Early 20 cent.] Panorama 


¢ TACT p Baxancapas Rpnap — Crimée 


a aes ene ‘Sct 7 a ” 


iJ 


Panorama Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From the user’s album Humus at 

Postcard confidently dated to the early 20th century: left visible Church St. Innocent 
(built in 1896). Above her in the left side of the upper terrace — two single-storey houses, 
leaning against the rock, which was not seen there before. Right at the bottom of the 
terrace — for two service buildings instead of one. 
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[Early 20 cent.] The upper terrace 
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Crimée. Bakhtchisaray.  “Ouspenski Skit“. 


The upper terrace of the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From the user’s 
album Humus at" LiveJournal". 

A card can be roughly dated to the early 20th cent., as the Assumption Church is no 
longer a wooden gallery. 


[Early 20 cent.] The upper terrace 
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The upper terrace of the Assumption mignasteny in Bakhchisarai. From the user’s 
album Humus at" LiveJournal". 
Photo dates from the early 20th century, on the same basis as the previous one. 
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[Early 20 cent.] The upper terrace 
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The upper terrace of the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From the user’s 
album Humus at" LiveJournal". 

In the photo we have not explicit dating signs, but the white stone wall on the site of 
a wooden gallery of the Assumption Church, dated very roughly. 
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[Early 20 cent.] Staircase and bell tower 
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The staircase and the bell tower of the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From 
the user’s album Humus at " LiveJournal". 

In the photo almost do not have any explicit dating signs, only straight ladders (not 


wrap to the right, as in the photo 1869). Posted date very roughly. 
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[Early 20 cent.] Fragment of the bell tower and the Assumption 
church 
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Detail of the bell tower and the Church of the Assumption in Assumption monastery 


" 


in Bakhchisarai. From the user’s album Humus at" : 
In the photos we do not have any explicit dating signs, dated very roughly. The 
staircase in the foreground, may lead to the second tier of the bell tower. 
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[Early 20 cent.] Church st. Constantine and Helena 
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Church of Sts. Constantine and Helen in the Assumption monastery in Bakhchisarai. 
From the user’s album Humus at" - 
In the photos we do not have any explicit dating signs, dated very roughly. 


[Early 20 cent.] Holy Gates | 


2 : ‘ . 
mption monastery in Bakhchisarai. From the user’s album Humus 


Holy Gates Assu ' 
at " LiveJournal". 
In the photos we do not have any explicit dating signs, dated very roughly. 


1913 General view 


Illustrated practical guide to the Crimea. — Spb.: Guides 1913]. 
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1985 Plan of Assumption church 


Plan Assumption cave church near Bakhchisarai. [Monuments of urban planning 
and architecture of the Ukrainian SSR. — K.: Builder, 1985, vol. 2, p. 312]. 


1985 Appearance of the Assumption Church 
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Appearance Assumption cave 


church near Bakhchisarai. [Monuments of urban 
planning and architecture of the Ukrainian SSR. — K.: Builder, 1985, vol. 2, p. 312]. 
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1985 Gazebo 


Gazebo on the territory of Uspensky monastery near Bakhchisarai [Monuments of 
urban planning and architecture of the Ukrainian SSR. — K.: Builder, 1985, vol. 2, p. 
313], 


1985 Abbot House 


House of abbot in the Assumption Monastery near Bakhchisarai [Monuments of 
urban planning and architecture of the Ukrainian SSR. — K.: Builder, 1985, vol. 2, p. 
313]. 
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1990 General view 


General view of the Assumption Monastery in Bakhchisarai around 1990, after 70 
years of rule of the "Russian world". 


Source: Tur V. G. Crimea Orthodox monasteries in the 19th — early 20th ceavunies: = 
K.: Stylos, 2006 Section " 


1990 Appearance of the Assumption Church 


The aanearace of the Assumption ‘Church near eHaldichisaral nod 1990, after 70 
years of rule of the "Russian world". 

Maybe this photo — an earlier time, before the restoration of 1965 — 1966, because it 
has just break off a triangular pediment, and on this gable has been restored. 


Source: Tur V. G. Crimea Orthodox monasteries in the 19th — early 20th poets = 
K.: Stylos, 2006 Section " 
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2000 General view 


General view of the Assumption Monastery in Bakhchisarai 16 October 2000, after 
9 years of Ukraine’s independence. 
Source: 


2009 Interior of the Assumption Church 
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Interior of the Assumption Church in the monastery near Bakhchisarai. Photo by N. 
V. Dneprovsky from the book Yu. M. Mogarichev ( | .-K.: 
Myslene drevo, 2009). 
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2009 Tomb P. A. Vrevski 
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Tomb of general P. A. Vrevski (+1855) in the cemetery of the Assumption 

Monastery in Bakhchisarai. Photo by N. V. Dneprovsky from the book Yu. M. 


Mogarichev ( "Cave towns" Taurica. — K.: Myslene drevo, 2009). 
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2010 Panorama 


Panorama of the Assumption Monastery in Bakhchisarai. Photo by Sergey 
Yakhnyuk; in 1m — in a large scale. 


2012 General view 


General view of the Assumption Monastery in Bakhchisarai October 1, 2012, after 
21 years of independence of Ukraine. 
Source: wik 
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2012 Appearance of the Assumption Church 
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The appearance of the Assumption Church in the monastery near Bakhchisarai 30 
April 2012, after 21 years of independence of Ukraine. 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org 


History 


Source base. Periodization 
2% 


a1 
a2 
65% m3 
Distribution of news about Assumption rock by class 
1 — reliable sources; 2 — reliable sources with no mention of the Assumption rock; 3 — 
fake sources 
Of the total 60 credible sources only 10 (15%) belong to the time until 1783; 50 

(85%) belong to the period after the capture of the Crimea by Russian Empire. 


What emerges is the story of the Assumption rocks collected on the basis of 
sources? It can be divided into the following periods: 

1, background (15 — 16 centuries); 

2, Assumption cave church (1596 — 1800); 


4] 


3, fictional "monastery" (1794 — 1849); 

4, Assumption skete (1850 — 1921); 

5, devastation during the reign of "Russian World" (1921 — 1990); 

6, the revival of the monastery in the independent Ukraine (from 1993). 


Prehistory (15 - 16 centuries) 


In written sources until the end of the 16th century there is no mention of the 
Assumption rock. 


Establishement of the Assumption Church (1596 — 1598) 


On the basis of the king's letters in 1596 and 1598 we can see the parish church, 
built between 1594 and 1958, and with it — a large parish with two priests. 


Assumption Church in the 17th century. 


Muslim Khan permission to build even though this humble church in the capital of 
the Muslim state which has functioned here about a hundred years — something not 
ordinary, but when compared with Europe late 16th century — seems perhaps unique. 


Assumption Church in the 18th century 


During the Crimean Khanate (1596 — 1783) there was no Assumption monastery on 
the rock — was just a parish church, located in a cave. 


Fictional "monastery" (1794 - 1849) 
Constantine and George Spirandi 
Residents of rocks 
Feast of the Assumption 
The notion about past of rock 
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View of buildings (1794 - 1849) 
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The comparison figure in 1831 and photo of 2000 


. Cave Church. 

. Possible restructuring. 
. Counterforces. 

. Columns in the church. 
. Lobby or porch. 

. Stairs to the church. 


The paintings of the church. 


. The iconostasis of the church. 
9. 


Decorations of church. 


10. Writing in the church. 
11. Funeral niches. 

12. Cells. 

13. Balconies. 


43 


14. Terrace and external staircase. 
15. Fountain. 
16. Cemetery. 


Assumption monastery (1850 — 1921) 
In 1850 began the real, not fictional history Assumption monastery on the rock. 
Superiors 
Monks 
Property status 
Spiritual activities 


View of buildings (1850 - 1900) 
Plan of 1851. 

. Assumption Church. 

. Image above the church. 

. Stairs to the Church of the Assumption. 

. Church St. Constantine and Helen. 

. Church St. Evangelist Mark. 

. Vestment sewing and library. 

. Church St. Innocent of Irkutsk. 

. Belfry. 

9. House of abbot. 

10. Cells. 

11. Hotel. 

12. Service buildings. 

13. Holy Gate. 

14. Moore, roads, bridges. 

15. Stairs to the top of the cliff. 

16. Cemetery. 

17. Church St. George. 


CONN MN BWN 
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The devastation and rebirth (1921 - 2016) 


"Russians" for some seven years managed to transform the flourishing monastery 
Assumption back to bare rock. 


Naked rock — a consequence of the domination Revived in independent Ukraine 
of "Russian World" (1990). Monastery (2010) 


Renaissance monastery became possible only after the expulsion of "Russian 
World" from Crimea and the establishment of government independent Ukraine. 


Legends 
Bakhchisaray snake 
Refuge of persecuted Christians 
The miracle of the cradle 
Shepherd founder 
Storm on the Black Sea 
Prince Michael Bay 
Miraculous healing 
Church St. Sophia 
Eviction Christians 
Theodore Livanov 
E. Litvinova 
Alexander Herzen and Yuri Moharichev 
Victor Tur 


Conclusions 

From our studies we have the following conclusions: 

1. The first mention of the Assumption Church in Salachik belonging to the late 
16th century (1596, 1598). In the days of the Crimean Khanate Salachik (a small town at 
the foot of the cliff Chufut-Kale) always different from Bakhchisarai. Even in the 19th 
century there was a clear gap between the buildings Bakhchisaray and place Assumption 
Church. It must be distinguished from the church of St. Nicholas in the Bakhchisarai 
known from the mid-18th century. 

2. From 1634 we have the first description of the cave church and submerged in the 
thick of rock stairs to her (E. Dortelli d’ Ascoli). These ancient buildings are relatively 
well preserved to our days. 
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3. Historical sources 1596 — 1783 always call the sanctuary at rocks Assumption 
Church, not a monastery. Accordingly, we do not have for that time any mention of 
monks and do not know any name abbots. Instead, we have several names of priests 
(secular clergy). In particular, in 1692 the church served Ukrainian priest Michael 
Makovetskiy. 

4. In modern literature portrayed the legend supposedly "Assumption monastery" at 
the time of the Crimean Khanate was the residence of Gothian Metropolitan and 
supposedly this "monastery" played an important role in the expulsion of Greeks from 
Crimea in 1778. Both legends have no support in the sources. 

5. The views expressed in the scientific literature suggested that the many Crimean 
cave complexes were monasteries to be dated to the times of 8 to 15 cent., require critical 
review, since the best documented complex emerged only in the late 16th century and 
was not a monastery. 

6. After the construction of a new Bakhchisarai St. Nicholas cathedral (1800) 
Assumption Church became affiliated (cemetery) one. Worship it was conducted only 
occasionally, at the request of visitors by priests Bakhchisarai Cathedral (Greek 
Konstantin Spirandi, and later his son George). 

7. In 1786 — 1845 years sanctuary visited by many (at least 29) travelers, who 
published those travel notes. They instantly called rock "monastery" (sometimes with the 
observation that there is essentially only the church) — presumably under the influence of 
priests Spirandi stories. 

8. These descriptions, no one previously used, allow comparatively detailed 
description of the object, which consisted of open stairs that led from the middle to the 
upper terrace. From it a staircase inside the rock one could enter the cave churches and 
the external wooden gallery which connected the church with other cave premises. In the 
church noticed some poorly preserved paintings and adornments (including coins) hung 
from the walls. Near the church had special niches (lokulus) for burial. Larger ground 
cemetery was located on the terraces at the foot of the cliff. 

9. In 1818 Emperor Alexander 1st visited holy place, and from that time until 1913 
every Russian emperor and many members of the ruling house visited this place — first 
the desolated church, and then the current hermitage. But these visits require more 
detailed documentation. 

10. In 1849 the newly appointed archbishop of Kherson and Tauride Innocent 
(Borisov) raised to the power request "recovery" (as he thought, but in fact — the 
foundation) form of monastic life in the rock. This meant that the monastery have less 
structure than was provided for the then standards of the Russian church. Another feature 
of the project was its self-financing: skete had to live (and actually existed) the means of 
philanthropists and their own labor, without state funding. 

11. The decree of Emperor Nicholas Ist establishing a monastery on the following 
principles was signed May 4, 1850, And on 15 August the same year, in the feast of the 
Assumption, the grand opening of the monastery. 

12. During the 2nd half of the 19th century skete heavily built, were built the 
Church of St. Constantine and Helen (1857), St. Mark (1859), St. George (1875), St. 
Innocent of Irkutsk (1896), abbot’s house (1862, survived to our time), cells, refectory, 
hotel and service buildings. Stairs from the middle to the upper terrace were crowned 
with a bell tower (1850?, rebuilt in the late 20th century in forms close to the original). 
Deep in the rocks were cut down stairs that led to the plateau above the gorge. 
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13. In 1854 — 1855 years, during the Crimean War, the monastery housed a military 
hospital. At the cemetery buried generals P. Vrevski and P. Veimarn who died in battle 
on the Black River 4 August 1855. Their graves have preserved to our time. 

14. After the establishment of Soviet power in Crimea in 1921 monastery was 
closed and turned into a colony named after Artem. All valuables was thus removed 
from in, including approx. 2.7 billion rubles of money and 18.5 kg of silver articles. 
Believers repeatedly raised the request for the transfer of some of the churches to them, 
but the government always denied this. In 1927 on the day of the Assumption (15 (28) 
August) on this ground pass popular unrest — the faithful tried to forcibly occupy 
churches, police dispersed them. After that incident, authorities began to destroy the 
monastery harder, and in 1928 all churches (except cave one) and bell tower were 
dismantled. 

15. After the formation in 1955 Bakhchisaray Historical and Cultural Reserve 
destroyed skete included in its composition, in 1965 — 66 years of restoration work was 
held at the Assumption Church. The object was considered an architectural monument. 

16. In independent Ukraine June 8, 1993 was accepted the decision of the Council 
for Religious Affairs under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on the restoration of the 
monastery. The new building of the monastery performed by new projects not related to 
buildings of 2 half 19th century. The monastery is subject to the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church Moscow Patriarchate. Unofficially used to it the name "laurel" and "Crimean 
Athos." Recycled monastery performed mad anti-Ukrainian propaganda. 

17. The main disadvantage of earlier studies of the monastery — insufficient 
involvement of sources (from 60 sources we used earlier were used 4 — 5). Even the few 
sources involved were not considered critical and information available to them are not 
properly interpreted. 


Appendices 


Metropolitans of the Crimean Khanate epoch 


Separate metropolitan for the Crimean Khanate never existed. From the late 17th 
century our sources indicate Metropolitan stay in Bakhchisarai, but none of them 
suggests this staying as permanent, Bakhchisarai as the main seat of Metropolis. 


Emigration of Christians from the Crimea in 1778 


In literature circulates unfounded opinion that Bakhchisaray monastery allegedly 
played a role in organized by the Russian government in 1778 withdrawal of Christians 
from the Crimea to Azov region. To see myself and show readers its hollowness, I had to 
consider the relevant documents, most of which was published in the second volume of 
the publication N. F. Dubrovin "Adjoining of the Crimea to Russia" (1885). 


Chronicle (February - April 1778) 
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(2) Feb 25 1778 Order Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
to Prince A. A. Prozorovski 


(2) Mar 9 1778 Rescript Catherine 2nd to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 


(2) Mar 9 1778 The decree of Empress Catherine the 2nd 
to Prince G. A. Potemkin 


(2) Mar 10 1778 Order Prince G. A. Potemkin to governors 


(2) Mar 10 1778 Letter Prince G. A. Potemkin 
to Prince A. A. Prozorovski 


(2) Mar 11 1778 The report Prince A. A. Prozorovski 
to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 


(2) Mar 23 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. D. Konstantinov 


(2) Apr 41778 The report Prince A. A. Prozorovski 
to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 


(2) Apr 11 1778 Letter Prince O. O. Prozorovski 
to Prince G. A. Potemkin 


(2) Apr 18 1778 Letter Prince O. O. Prozorovski 
to Prince G. A. Potemkin 


Chronicle (June — July 1778) 

(2) Jun 27 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Jul 17 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Jul 17 1778 Letter of Metropolitan Ignatius to A. V. Suvorov 

(2) Jul 17 1778 Resolution Crimean Christians 

(2) Jul 17 1778. Note A. V. Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 

(2) Jul 17 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Prince G. A. Potemkin 


(2) Jul 17 1778. Please Crimean officers 
to the Khan Shahin Giray 
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(2) Jul 17 1778 Reply Khan Shahin Giray 
to Crimean Elders 


(2) Jul 18 1778 Decree Khan Shahin Giray 


(2) Jul 18 1778 Report by Kozlov Head kapydzhy-bashi Ahmed Agha to 
Khan Shahin Giray 


(2) Jul 18 1778 Unsubscription Khan Shahin Giray 


Chronicle (21 - 25 July 1778) 

(2) Jul 21 1778 Letter Khan Shahin Giray to A. V. Suvorov 

(2) Jul 21 1778 Report by the Crimean government to Khan Shahin Giray 
(2) Jul 21 1778 Reply Khan Shahin Giray to Crimean government 

(2) Jul 22 1778 Letter Khan Shahin Giray to A. V. Suvorov 

(2) Jul 22 1778 Letter of Alexander Suvorov to Khan Shahin Giray 

(2) Jul 23 1778 Letter Crimean officers to Khan Shahin Giray 

(2) Jul 25 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Prince G. A. Potemkin 
(2) Jul 25 1778. Note A. V. Suvorov to Prince G. A. Potemkin 

(2) Jul 25 1778 Report by A. D. Konstantinov to A. V. Suvorov 

(2) Jul 25 1778 Report by A. D. Konstantinov to A. V. Suvorov 


(2) Jul 25 1778 Order Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. V. Suvorov 


Chronicle (26 — 30 July 1778) 
(2) Jul 26 1778 Letter Khan Shahin Giray to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Jul 26 1778 Letter Khan Shahin Giray to A. D. Konstantinov 


(2) Jul 26 1778 Order Khan Shahin Giray to kaymakans 
in Crimean cities 
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(2) Jul 28 1778 Letter of Alexander Suvorov to A. D. Konstantinov 


(2) Jul 28 1778. Please Crimean Tatars to Empress Catherine the 2nd 


(2) Jul 28 1778 Please of 30 Crimean rulers to the Empress Catherine the 
2nd 


(2) Jul 28 1778 Please of 30 Crimean Chiefs to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Jul 28 1778 Letter Arslan Giray Sultan to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Jul 28 1778. Please Crimean Chiefs to Khan Shahin Giray 


(2) Jul 30 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 


Chronicle (2 -— 7 August 1778) 

(2) Aug 2 1778 The report V. A. Chertkov to A. V. Suvorov 

(2) Jul 17 1778 Letter of Metropolitan Ignatius to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Aug 2 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to Metropolitan Ignatius 
(2) Aug 3 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to Prince G. A. Potemkin 
(2) Aug 5 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. D. Konstantinov 

(2) Aug 5 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. D. Konstantinov 

(2) Aug 5 1778 Order Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. V. Suvorov 

(2) Aug 5 1778 Letter of Alexander Suvorov to A. D. Konstantinov 

(2) Aug 7 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov Count to P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Aug 7 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov Count to P. A. Rumiantsev 


(2) Aug 7 1778 Order Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. V. Suvorov 


Chronicle (August 1778 — May 1779) 


(2) Aug 18 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
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(2) Aug 21 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 


(2) Aug 22 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Aug 31 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Sep 2 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to Khan Shahin Giray 

(2) Sep 7 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to Khan Shahin Giray 

(2) Sep 7 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. D. Konstantinov 

(2) Sep 8 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov Count to P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Sep 8 1778 Letter Count P. A. Rumiantsev to Prince G. A. Potemkin 

(2) Sep 16 1778 Order Count P. A. Rumiantsev to A. V. Suvorov 

(2) Sep 18 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov Count to P. A. Rumiantsev 
(2) Sep 28 1778. Please Crimean government to Empress Catherine the 2nd 
(2) Sep 28 1778. Please Crimean government to Khan Shahin Giray 

(2) Oct 2 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov Prince to G. A. Potemkin 

(2) Oct 11 1778 Letter Khan Shahin Giray to Count P. A. Rumiantsev 

(2) Oct 19 1778 The report Alexander Suvorov Prince to G. A. Potemkin 


(2) May 25 1779 Diploma Catherine 2nd 


History 

March 9, 1778 Catherine had given orders to Rumiantsev and Potemkin, which was 
formally recorded Majesty will — to move Christians. 

Already 26 July 1778 Khan's resistance was overcome and he under pressure of the 
Russians ordered kaymakans — do not hinder displaced Christians. 

The decisive role in resettlement belonged to the St. Petersburg government, which 
planned all this and further did not considered to spend any cost to achieve his plan. 


a1 


Visit Assumption rock by Majesty persons 


(2) 1816 Grand Duke Nicholas 


(2) 1837 Emperor Nicholas 1st with family 


(2) 1838 Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna 

(2) 1838 Grand Duchess Elena Pavlovna 

(2) 1845 Grand Duke Konstantin 

(2) 1850 Grand Duke Konstantin 

(2) 1855 Grand Dukes 

(2) 1855 Duke of Mecklenburg 

(2) 1861 Emperor Alexander 2nd with family 
(2) 1863 Dofin Nikolai 

(2) 1886 Emperor Alexander 3rd with family 


(2) 1913 Emperor Nicholas 2nd with family 


Thus, with some caution we can talk about tradition visits Assumption rock rulers of 
the Russian Empire, which lasted about 100 years (1816 — 1913). But the circumstances 
of most of these visits still need documentation. 


Bakhchisaray / Mariupol icon 


We see testimonies sources rather vague. First, they have confused their own icon 
(picture on a separate board) and images painted directly on the rock. 
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